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SUBJ: COLONEL MCARTHUR TO VISIT U.S. AND U.S.S.R. 

FOL SENT ACTION USDA/FASAVASHDC FROM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
090544Z JAN 76. PASSED FOR YOUR ACTION/INFO 

QTE 1. TOFAS 6 FROM AGATTACHE FOR LIVESTOCK DIVISION, 

FCA/FAS/W. 

2. SUBJECT: MCARTHUR TO VISIT U.S. AND U.S.S.R. 

3. AUSTRALIAN MEAT BOARD CHAIRMAN, COLONEL MALCOLM MCARTHUR, 
PLANS TO TRAVEL TO THE U.S. IN THE SECOND HALF OF JANUARY TO 
ATTEND SEVERAL LIVESTOCK MEETINGS. HE PLANS TO ATTEND LAMB 
PROMOTION CO-ORDINATION MEETING IN SAN ANGELO, WOOL GROWERS 
MEETING IN WICHITA AND THE A.N.C.A. MEETING IN PHOENIX. AFTER 
THAT HE WILL ATTEND THE INTERNATIONAL CATTLEMEN'S MEETING IN 
BERMUDA, FEBRUARY 2-4. HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A SHORT 
STOP IN WASHINGTON EITHER BEFORE OR AFTER THE BERMUDA MEETING. 
ACCOMPANYING HIM TO SOME OF THE MEETINGS WILL BE DEPUTY 
CHAIRMAN, DAVID WRIGHT, AND DICK WILSON, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CATTLEMENS' COUNCIL. 

4. FOLLOWING THESE MEETINGS, COLONEL MCARTHUR PLANS TO FLY 
ON TO MOSCOW WHERE HE WILL HOLD TRADE TALKS WITH PRODINTORG. 

IT IS NOT KNOWN IF HE IS ON A SALES MISSION OR A PUBLIC 
RELATIONS VENTURE, BUT MCARTHUR SAID HE WOULD NOT BE GOING IF 
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HE DIDN'T THINK THERE WERE GOOD PROSPECTS FOR SELLING SOME 
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MEAT. THERE HAVE BEEN PERSISTENT RUMORS HERE THAT U.S.S.R. 

COULD BE BACK IN THE MARKET EOR AUSTRALIAN BEEF IN THE SECOND 
HALF OF 1976 AS A RESULT OF THE POOR HARVEST AND THE 
CORRESPONDING SHORTFALL IN MEAT PRODUCTION. MANY ANIMALS ARE 
APPARENTLY BEING SLAUGHTERED PREMATURELY AND UNDER-WEIGHT 
WHICH WILL MEAN SHORT MEAT SUPPLIES. 

5. COMMENT: IT IS UNLIKELY THAT MCARTHUR WILL SIGN ANY 
AGREEMENTS ON THIS TRIP REMEMBERING THE BITTER RESULTS OF THE 
LAST CONTRACT. WHETHER OR NOT AUSTRALIA WILL SELL U.S.S.R. 

REEF IN 1976 IS SOMEWHAT DOUBTFUL AT THIS POINT GIVEN THE 
FACT THAT WORLD PRICES EOR AUSTRALIAN BEEF ARE EXPECTED TO 
INCREASE IN THE MONTHS AHEAD AND THERE IS STILL A LOT OF 
CHEAPER BEEF AVAILABLE FROM OTHER SOURCES. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THE SOVIET COULD MAKE A SMALL PURCHASE TO KEEP THE 
TRADE CHANNELS OPEN. UNQTE. 
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